
 
  
  

Please forward to a friend! 
 
Safety first this holiday season! 
 
Senator Patterson urges everyone to be safe and smart during this holiday season.  It is a time to 
enjoy family and friends but it is also a time to be cautious and to stay out of harm's way.  The 
following information will help you and your loved ones stay safe during this special time of 
year.  
 
HOME SAFETY TIPS 

 
Many people are away from home for the holidays. Make sure your house looks occupied.  Turn 
on lights and a radio or television.  Lock all your doors and windows.  Don't display gifts where 
they can be seen from the outside.   

 
If you are traveling during the holiday season, put an automatic timer on a few inside lights and 
on your holiday lights.  Have your mail and newspaper delivery stopped.  Go to your local post 
office and fill out a temporary hold card. You can also go online at www.usps.com and fill out 
the form.  This online service will electronically notify your post office to hold your mail. Don't 
forget to call your newspaper carrier to stop delivery.   

 
Chief Dan Grant, Brownstown Police Department, recommends that you call your local police 
department and have your house put on the vacation watch list.  He also says, "The best crime 
prevention is if you can have a neighbor watch your house. Also, make sure someone can shovel 
your walk if it snows while you are away." 

 
 

DECORATING SAFETY TIPS 
 
Last year fires occurring during the holiday season injured 2,600 people and caused over $930 
million in damage in the United States. 
When you purchase a live tree, make sure it has fresh, green needles that are not easily broken.  
Keep live trees moist as possible by giving them plenty of water and keep trees at least three feet 
away from heat sources, including fireplaces, portable heaters, radiators, heat vents and candles.   



 
The heat will dry out the tree, causing it to be more easily ignited by heat, flame or sparks. Never 
put tree branches or needles in a fireplace or wood-burning stove.  The best way to dispose of the 
tree is by taking it to a recycling center or having it hauled away on trash day. 
 
Inspect holiday lights each year for frayed wires, bare spots, broken or cracked sockets, and 
excessive kinking or wear.  Avoid overloading electrical sockets by not linking more than three 
light strands.  Use decorations that are flame-resistant or flame retardant.  Always unplug tree 
and holiday lights before leaving home or going to bed. 
 
It is important to be careful with holiday candles.  Never leave a candle unattended and always 
extinguish candles before leaving the room or going to bed.  Never use a lit candle to decorate a 
tree.  Remember that even glass candleholders can shatter and explode from the heat of a candle 
flame.  Be sure to place candles where they cannot be reached or easily knock over by children 
or pets.  For more information visit the American Red Cross website at www.redcross.org  

 
SHOPPING SAFETY TIPS 

 
Avoid carrying large amounts of cash when you are holiday shopping.  Whenever possible, use 
credit/debit cards or checks.  Carry only the credit cards you need.  To protect yourself from 
identity theft, protect your personal information.  Take time out to photocopy all of your credit 
cards, debit card and anything else you carry.   
 
As you shop, be alert in crowded places.  Among pickpockets' favorites are revolving doors, 
jammed aisles and elevators.  Park your car in a well-lighted area. When returning to your car, 
have your keys in hand.  Don't approach your vehicle if you see someone that you believe to be a 
suspicious person.  Return to the mall or store for assistance.  If you unload purchases in your 
vehicle, lock them in the trunk.  If you continue to shop, relocate your vehicle in case someone is 
watching you.   

 
 

INTERNET SHOPPING SAFETY TIPS 
 

There are also dangers if you shop on the Internet.  Deal with only reputable companies when 
ordering online. Pay by credit card so your transaction will be protected by the Fair Credit 
Billing Act.  Under this law, you have the right to dispute charges under certain circumstances 
and temporarily withhold payment while the creditor is investigating.  In the event your credit 
card is used without your knowledge and permission, you generally are liable for no one more 
than $50 in charges per card. Many companies do not hold consumers responsible for any 
unauthorized charges made online.  For more information, visit the Federal Trade Commission 
website at www.ftc.gov or call your credit card company. 

The Holiday Season is for giving! 

Toys for Tots is an annual event conducted by the United States Marines. The Marines ask for 
donations of new, unwrapped toys.  The Marines then distribute the toys to needy children.  
There is still time to donate at the following location: 
 
 

http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.ftc.gov/


 

December 22nd and 23rd 
Panera Bread 
400 South Main Street in Plymouth 

For a complete list of drop off locations go to www.toysfortotssemi.com

 Give a gift that does not cost you a penny! 

During the holiday season, the American Red Cross reports that the number of people donating 
blood declines.  So while you are in the giving spirit during this special time of year, think about 
giving something that doesn't cost anything and can save a life. 

You can contact the Red Cross at 1-800-GIVE-LIFE or at www.givelife.org to find out about 
other locations and to make an appointment. 

Drive Sober especially during the holiday season! 

With many holiday celebrations happening this time of year, it is important to remember that you 
should never drink and drive for your own safety and the safety of others on the road.  Michigan 
has tough drunk driving laws.  Under Michigan Law, it is illegal to drive with a bodily alcohol 
content of 0.08 or more.  For more information about Michigan's drunk driving laws visit the 
Michigan Secretary of State website at www.Michigan.gov/sos 

If you have been drinking you should ask someone for a ride, call a taxi or seek other assistance.  
If someone you know has been drinking, do not let him or her drive.  When you are going out in 
a group, it is always best to have a designated driver. If you are hosting a holiday party, make 
sure there are non-alcoholic drinks available for the designated drivers.  Here are a few delicious 
holiday drink idea that do not contain any alcohol. 

The Fuzzy Noel 
3/4 cup peach sorbet or orange sherbert 
1/3 cup orange juice 
1 cup sparkling water or ginger ale 
3/8 teaspoon almond extract 
crushed ice  

Blend sorbet/sherbert, juice and extract in blender until smooth.  Stir in sparkling water/soda and 
pour over crushed ice.  Serves 4 

The Apple Cinnamon Mocktini 
2 ounces cranberry juice 
4 ounces chilled apple cider 

Fill a wine goblet with ice.  Add 2 ounces cranberry juice and 4 ounces chilled apple cider.  Stir 
to mix.  Garnish with cinnamon  

stick. Serves 1 

http://www.toysfortotssemi.com/


  

Join the Holiday Fun! 

Walk of Christmas Trees 
 
Now through December 28th - 24 hours a day 
Kellogg Park in Downtown Plymouth 
 
Stroll through the park and view beautiful Christmas Trees decorated by local families, 
organizations and businesses.  For more information contact the Plymouth Chamber of 
Commerce at (734) 453-1540. 
 

I wish you all a happy holiday season and a wonderful new year!   
We don't always remember the presents that we receive but we all 
remember the special feelings that this time of year brings to us. 
During these hectic days, take time out to make new memories with the 
ones in your life that are most precious to you. 

Best Wishes to you and yours, 
Senator Bruce Patterson 
 
  
Contact Information 
 
Thank you for your interest in our current state issues. If you would like to receive future updates 
via e-mail, please contact my office at  senbpatterson@senate.michigan.gov  You can also visit 
me in my Lansing office at 505 Farnum Building, just across S. Capitol Avenue from the state 
Capitol; or you can send me mail at P. O. Box 30036, Lansing, MI 48909. Telephone (517) 373-
7350 or (866) 262-7307; fax (517) 373-9228. I want to hear from you! 
 
See the Legislative Questionnaire on the Website, too! Your responses are welcomed!  

  
Visit www.senate.michigan.gov/patterson
 
If you would like to not receive future emails, simply reply to this message with the word 
"remove" in the body of the message. Thank you! 
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